


vate institutions. He went on to 
say, however, that public hospital 
management is inefficient because 
of civil service restrictions and 
the fact that public institutions 
are “dependent on a political pro- 
cess” for their survival. Private 
management firms can get better 
results than public management, 
he said, and studies have shown 
that “the worst fears” of opponents 
of private management firms have 
not been borne out in practice. 
Dorothy Graham of Highland 
Hospital, Oakland, CA, a public 
hospital, detailed that institution’s 
experience with a private man- 
agement firm, saying that the 
firm won its contract on the basis 
of vague promises that were not 
fulfilled. When the firm ran into 
problems, such as $15 million in 


uncollected bills, she said, it tried 
to solve them by calling in other 
firms at even greater cost. After 
two years, the firm’s contract was 
not renewed. 

Graham said that management 
expertise exists in the public sector 
and urged public hospitals to band 
together in public multihospital 
systems. “The county hospital,” 
she concluded, “is not equivalent 
to a badly run private hospital. 
It’s a different animal entirely.” 


Millions have no insurance, 
major study shows 


Several major studies of U.S. 
health care have produced some 
surprising data, according to 
speakers at the annual meeting of 
the American Public Health Asso- 


ciation, held in Detroit on October 
19-23. Preliminary data from the 
National Health Care Expendi- 
tures Survey (NHCES), a study 
of the health practices of 37,000 
Americans in 1977 and 1978, 
showed that 26.6 million people— 
12.6 percent of the populaticn— 
were without health insurance, 
according to Daniel C. Walden, 
Ph.D., of the National Center for 
Health Services Research. Walden 
reported that persons 18 to 24 
years old were the least likely to 
be insured and that 18 percent of 
minority Americans lacked insur- 
ance, as opposed to 11.7 percent of 
whites. Residents of urban areas 
and people with more education 
were more likely to carry insur- 
ance, the NHCES found. 
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